
NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN THE WEST

1 Course Title: NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN THE WEST

2 Course Code: İLA4352

3 Type of Course: Optional

4 Level of Course: First Cycle

5 Year of Study: 4

6 Semester: 8

7 ECTS Credits Allocated: 8.00

8 Theoretical (hour/week): 2.00

9 Practice (hour/week): 0.00

10 Laboratory (hour/week): 0

11 Prerequisites:

12 Language: Turkish

13 Mode of Delivery: Face to face

14 Course Coordinator: Dr. Ögr. Üyesi SÜLEYMAN SAYAR

15 Course Lecturers:

16 Contact information of the Course 
Coordinator:

Dr. Öğr. Üyesi Süleyman SAYAR
ssayar1956@hotmail.com
2431366-60332

17 Website:

18 Objective of the Course: Discerning new religious movement in the West through their 
possible causes of existence and basic characteristics; Interpreting 
their influence and functions; Thus, attaining a skill that evaluates 
similar developments.

19 Contribution of the Course to 
Professional Development:

Reinforcing the History of Religions culture.

20 Learning Outcomes:

1 The student knows new religious movements in the West.

2 He discerns the basic peculiarities, the processes of 
emergence and development of new religious 
movements.

3 He analyzes their beliefs and social structures.

4 He studies basic sources that affect their beliefs and social 
structures.

5 He compares these movements with similar movements 
that appear in other environments.

6 He can critically discuss new religious movements

7 He can analyze the relations between religion and human 
being, religion and society, and sense of belonging.

8 He can discuss adequacy of traditional religions.

9 He can interpret the fact that new religious movements 
become popular in Muslim societies.

10 He can carry out some evaluation about the future of new 
religious movements.

21 Course Content:

Course Content:

Week Theoretical Practice



1 The Causes of Rising of New Religious 
Movements and Main Characters of these 
Movements

2 Jehovah’s Witnesses

3 Seventh Day Adventists

4 Mormonism (The Church of Latter Day 
Saints)

5 Moonism (Unification Church)

6 New Age Movements

7 The Church of Scientology

8 The Children of God (The Family)

9 The Suicide Cults

10 Hare Krishna (ISKCON), Divine Light Mission 
(Elan Vital)

11 Transcendental Meditation, The Osho 
Movement (Rajneesh)

12 Sai Baba

13 Ananda Marga Brahma Kumaris

14 Subud, Reiki

22 Textbooks, References and/or Other 
Materials:

         Ali Köse, Milenyum Tarikatları: Batı’da Yeni Dinî 
Akımlar, İstanbul 2006.
  A.Rafet Özkan, Kıyamet Tarikatları: Yeni Dinî Hareketler, 
İstanbul 2006.
  Mehmet Aydın, Türkiye’ye yönelik Batı Kökenli Dinî 
Cereyanlar, İstanbul 2010.

23 Assesment

TERM LEARNING ACTIVITIES NUMBE
R

WEIGHT

Midterm Exam 1 40.00

Quiz 0 0.00

Home work-project 0 0.00

Final Exam 1 60.00

Total 2 100.00

Contribution of Term (Year) Learning Activities to 
Success Grade

40.00

Contribution of Final Exam to Success Grade 60.00

Total 100.00

Measurement and Evaluation Techniques Used in the 
Course

Multiple choice test

24 ECTS / WORK LOAD TABLE

Activites Number Duration (hour) Total Work 
Load (hour)

Theoretical 14 2.00 28.00

Practicals/Labs 0 0.00 0.00

Self study and preperation 14 14.00 196.00

Homeworks 0 0.00 0.00

Projects 0 0.00 0.00

Field Studies 0 0.00 0.00

Midterm exams 1 6.00 6.00

Others 0 0.00 0.00

Final Exams 1 6.00 6.00

Total Work Load 236.00

Total work load/ 30 hr 7.87

ECTS Credit of the Course 8.00

25 CONTRIBUTION OF LEARNING OUTCOMES TO PROGRAMME 
QUALIFICATIONS

PQ1 PQ2 PQ3 PQ4 PQ5 PQ6 PQ7 PQ8 PQ9 PQ1
0

PQ11 PQ12 PQ1
3

PQ14 PQ15 PQ16

ÖK1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK3 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



ÖK5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK7 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK8 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK9 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ÖK10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

LO: Learning Objectives    PQ: Program Qualifications

Contrib
ution 
Level:

1 very low 2 low   3  Medium 4 High 5 Very High


